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The 21% century has been herdded as the beginning of anew age for humean divilization, beng
labelled as the Century of Peace, and even a Century of Life. But following the horrific, and
unimaginable tragedy in New Y ork and Washington DC by fandticd terrorigts, this slf-procdlaimed
'Century of Peace and Life would seem one sep further away from concrete redlity.

Watching the events unfold as | sat on my futon in my relatives housein Tokyo whilel wason
vacation, | was Smply in shock to see the surred images of arplanes flying into the World Trade Center,
the horrific aftermath of people jumping out of windows, and the buildings themsalves collgpsing, killing
the thousands of people stranded within them. Later on, | would discover that two people | was
associated with, died in the terrorigt attack; one on Hight 11 and another in one of the World Trade Center
buildings

Being among the auffering individuals who have logt assodaes, friends and family, it would seem
only naturd thet | develop ajaded and pessmidtic view of the future of humanity. With so much desth
and dedtruction rampant, even at atime when peace has supposedly prevailed, it is easy to say that life
sucks, and isfilled with nothing but suffering and sadness. And | will admiit, thet for alittle while, | felt
asif the world had gone one step backward, and fel into the trap of wanting nothing but revenge, dl in
the name of judtice.

But | came across an old Buddhist proverb that said, " Greet events do not have smal omens.
When greet evil occurs, grest good will follow.” On the surface, it sounds like asmpligtic piece of
optimistic hogwagh, but the more | repested the statement in my heed, the more | redlized the truth
inherent withinit. 1t dawned on methat if we wereinterested in cregting a Century of Life and a Century
of Peace, that such an eacould only be created by our own efforts asindividuas, connected to each other
in acommunity and asasociety. When greet evil occurs, we have the choice of ether cresting more evil,
by engaging in futile revenge, or creating greet good in the aftameath of a great sdif-inflicted, human
tragedy.

Despite the great |osses that thousands of families and friends will have encountered because of
the terrorig attacksin New Y ork and Washington DC, we dl have an opportunity, and | dare say, we dll
have aresponsibility, to create greet good in the aftermath of such atragedy, evoking dl thatisgood in
oursalves,

In the end, if we areto truly honour those who lost their livesin the terrorigt aitacks, then we must
make a determination to not |et those lives belogt invain. From their sacrifice, we mudt creste passonae
waves of pogitive action to build an even stronger foundation for the peace of humanity, and exemplify dl
the virtues of human avilizaion.



