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In this “Information Age” informetion is perhaps one of the mog influentid forces
dfecting our lives As dudents we are inundated with various types of information, the mogt
influential type coming from our own academic dudies Whether you redize it or not, you are
being “programmed” to think certain ways, depending on your academic program.

Whether in Scence, Enginesring, Commerce, Medicing, Law, Arts or Fine Arts you are
indoctrinated with particular ways of underdanding the world. And if you are like mogs other
dudents, you goend mogt of your time on trying to get good grades. But how much of your time
is spent andyzing yoursdf and questioning your own thought peiterns? How do you know you
are not “learning” digtinct prgudices about the world through your studies? What may seem like
inconsequentia “facts and theories’ could eedly be an indrumentd forcein eventslater inlife.

If we ae to devdop and sudtan better lives, we mug face redity and devdop within
oursdves the ability to properly absorb information, and truly underdand our own limitations.
We mug be willing to explore, expand, and execute our reponghility to oursdves, and our
communitiesif we are to thrive in the new century.

Without this individud effort in assessng the impact of information, we will not be adle
to cope with issues of globdization and interretiondization, issues that are changing the fabric
of everyday life Any fight agang this change may seem hopdess, yet it is this sense of
disllusonment that demands issues be discussed, to a least keep the serious issues dive for new
ideasto emerge

The key to hanessing the power of informeation is to truly undergand and improve your
owvn mind and character, to discern the sources, context and anglse through which you ae
recaiving information. Only then will we be adle to combat the forces that are dramaicaly

changing our lives.



