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What does abortion and the Genocide Awareness Project (GAP) mean to you? Radica
pro-lifers on a misson to victimize women who have abortions? Violent pro-choicers
violaing another's right to free speech? Or two groups of people who bdieve srongly in
their perspective on abortion, and are willing to go to cetan lengths to make sure thar
voices ae heard? Before you teke a definitive sand on the issue it's important to
undergand the fundamenta differences that divide pro-life advocaes from pro-choice
defenders.

In generd, there are two types of abortion. If an embryo or fetus dies in the womb and is
expeled by the woman's body, it is caled a spontaneous abortion or miscarriage. This is
a type where, because of some biologica complication, the pregnancy is aborted. When a
woman decides to end her pregnancy voluntarily, she has an induced abortion. Through
catan medica treatments and/or procedures, the woman chooses to expd the embryo or
fetus. In essence, the issue of abortion revolves around the intended termination of a

pregnancy before a baby is born.

For pro-life advocaes like Stephanie Gray of UBC's Lifdine, abortion is a mord issue
"Were taking about, 'Is the unborn a human peson? and if | could give you hard
evidence to show you that, and the evidence you give doemt refute my evidence
correctly, then were tadking about human bengs, and a mord issue, where there is a
mord right and amord wrong." She saysin an interview with Perspectives.

Her view is that abortion is the termination of humen life, and that is immord. She asserts
that while medicd professonds can define the functiond dat of humen life-the firgt
heat best, or the fird bran wave-the fundamentd fact is "from the moment of
conception, you have a unique individual human person who has a different genetic code
from the mother, and while is degpendent on the mother, is a ssparate human baing... [It's]
the moment of conception when you know you have a unique human being that's begun
itslife and will grow and develop just like anewborn child,” Gray says.

It's with this fundamental conviction that Gray and fdlow members of Lifdine decided to
bring GAP to UBC. Knowing that abortion is a topic few people are willing and/or
interested in discussng openly, they thought that bringing the GAP displays to UBC
would bring abortion front and centre. Usng GAP would seem gppropriate as its purpose,
according to the Center for Bio-Ethicd Reform's webdte, is to "meke it as difficult as
possble for people to continue to maintain that an unborn baby is not a baby and abortion
is not an act of violence which kills that baby." The GAP digplays are graphic in nature to
srve this point. The ressoning behind the diglays and the name itsdf-the Genocide
Awareness Project-lies with the thess that abortion is a form of genocide, or a form of



systemdic dedtruction of a human group deemed by the exterminators as undesirable. It
is for this reason that GAP compares, for example, the victims of the Jewish Holocaust
with aborted fetuses.

Pro-choice advocates, however, would argue to the contrary. While pro-lifers like Gray
emphasze concegption as the bass of a human person, pro-choicers tend to disagree with
such a pogtion. While both sdes would agree that the unborn fetus is human and dive,
they disagree upon the definition of a human person. Gray noted the acronym SLED
describing the four differences between a born an unborn child. The 'S gtands for 'Sze of
the child; L' for 'Levd of devdopment; 'Efor 'Environment; and 'D' for 'Degree of
dependency.’ Gray noted that Sze is an inadequate difference to use as an excuse to have
an doortion. Also, the level of devdopment is irrdevant to pro-lifers based on the
agument that jus because a fetus does not have cartan functiond qudities of a born
child, it does not mean one can teminate the fetus The environment of the child, or
locetion, is dso irrdevant, as well as the degree of dependency of the child, snce the
child will be dependent on the mother before and &fter birth.

The area of contention lies in the environment or location of the baby, and the degree of
dependency. The pro-choice argument emphasizes the importance of location because of
the legd aspect involved. They assert the logic that two indegpendent individuas cannot
occupy the same space and obtain equd rights. Thus, a woman who is pregnant chooses
to give the baby the right to life, liberty and happiness a the expense of her own right to
life, liberty and hgppiness. Thus, during the pregnancy, the mother has control over her
body on whether to keep the pregnancy-to exercise her rightsor not. Once the baby is
born, it becomes a separate entity protected under law and mordity, so therefore it is
illegd and immord to kill it. While the baby is gill dependent after birth, it is not drictly
dependent as a fetus is-requiring the mother condantly to survive. Pro-choice advocates
meke the didinction between the physcd dependence of the fetus and the socd
dependence of the born child.

Pro-choice advocates emphasize the importance of human consciousness, or awareness of
ones df, in defining a human person. They disagree with the datement that since the
embryo or fetus is human that we mug protect it. The common example is that har and
skin are human but they, as the unborn baby, do not have consciousness, therefore, they
are not persons. They note that while newborns do not have consciousness until a year or
more &fter birth, they are dill protected under law and mordity since they are separae
humen entities, unlike the unborn fetus indde the mother. Pro-lifers emphesize that the
fetus nonethdess is a person with potentia to have consciousness, but is denied the
opportunity to exercise that potential due to abortion.

Perhaps the strongest evidence in the pro-choice arsend is the individud woman hersdf.
They emphasze the woman's right to control her own body, and note that ultimately the
rights of the living, conscious human woman supercede the rights of the potentid person
within her.



According to the Planned Parenthood webgte, women have abortions mainly because
they are not prepared persondly, psychologicaly, economicdly, or professondly. Gray
says, "We aren't saying it's not going to be difficult and it's going to be easy [to continue
a pregnancy], but were saying is tha killing a human being is wrong and we have to hep
you no mater how difficult it will be In the long term, it is more benefidd with the
woman to go through with the pregnancy, and if she feds she couldn't for the rest of her
life, grow up with the baby, then they can put up the child up for adoption. There are
dternatives to keeping the baby yoursdf." Gray understands that some women will have
an abortion to protect themsdves from the repercussons of parents, boyfriends, or
cey in gened, but she says "We need to show women love, and if we give them
more love, no matter how difficult it will be in the long term, it will be a more fulfilling
and compassionate answer.”

Pro-choicers resent the fact that pro-lifers use grgphic and/or harsh tactics to 'scareé a
woman from having an abortion, but Gray says, "people can and will change their minds
if they're intdlectudly honest, and if they are provided and presented with the evidence
to show that the unborn child is a human person. And | think that some people bdieve it's
a totdly rdative issue that will never be solved because they don't want to accept the fact
tha we ae taking about a human life that in some way sodely is responsble for
hurting.”

Clearly, abortion isan issue tha drikes a the very heart of human lifeanditisup to you
to decide where you draw the line a what congtitutes a human person and whether
abortionisamordly right or wrong act. But ignoring the issue Smply because the issue
isaheeted one, or because you don't agree with the tactics and methods used to share
thar message, does no one asarvice. As graphic and as "extremist” as GAP may be, it
fulfilled its function of drawing atention and sarting did ogue on adifficult and
contentious sodid issue.



